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Reviewed by Doris Anderson 


THREE AGAINST THE WILDERNESS is the true story of 
a family of modern day pioneers. The setting is the interior of 
British Columbia, three hundred miles north of Vancouver. The 
characters are Eric Collier, a young Englishman who came to Can- 
ada in 1919, and his wife, Lillian, a quarter breed Indian girl. 

Impatient with civilized life and practically penniless, the 
Colliers became fascinated with the stories told by Lillian’s ninety- 
seven-year-old grandmother of the richness and beauty of the 
Meldrum Creek country many years before. Eric and Lillian de- 
termined to restore the land--which was now a waste--and in the 
process make a living from it by hunting and trapping. 

The Colliers and their baby son set out for Meldrum Creek 
with a bare subsistence collection of supplies, a second-hand 
wagon they had bought for fifteen dollars and a coyote skin, and 
a cash capital of thirty dollars. They had been granted the trap- 
ping rights to one hundred and fifty thousand acres in the inter- 
ior of British Columbia. 

Seven hours by wagon from the nearest trading post, the 
Collier’s only neighbours were the wild life. There, in the hidden 
land which had been parched and exhausted by a succession of 
devastating forest fires, they built a rough cabin and began to 
work to reclaim the barren wilderness. 











With unceasing toil and great zeal 
they built beaver dams by hand and 
coaxed the land back to its original 
state. As a result of their labours, 
the water table of the whole area 
rose, bringing with it not only bea- 
ver, but a full complement .of wild 
life--muskrats, owls, deer, moose, 
geese and ducks. 

Although the story concerns it- 
self throughout with the struggles 
of Eric, Lillian and their son with 
the land, the book is well supplied 
with individual tales of high adven- 
ture. At first the Colliers were so 
desperate that they had to rely on 
the chancy expedient of tossing a 
lighted torch into a bear cave to get 
a winter’s supply of grease. Their 
whole existence depended on Eric’s 
skill and luck as a hunter. 





Eric Collier 


Eric hunted coyote on horseback ‘n mid-winter with thirty 
inches of snow on the ground and the temperatures hovering at 
twenty degrees below zero. He carried on a four-year vendetta a- 
gainst a killer wolf. A fourteen hundred pound moose charged 
and came within a few feet of killing Lillian before Eric was able 
to bring him down with a desperate shot. In one chapter, Eric 
watches helplessly while five timber wolves close in on his six- 
year-old son. In another chapter, the heroism of Lillian comes to 
the fore; in mid-winter, with her husband desperately sick from 
influenza, she had to rescue her equally sick son in a courageous 
midnight dash across an ice-bound lake. 


Through the years, the Collier family fought the wilderness, 
learned to live with it, and in the end had the satisfaction of 
seeing their hopes come to fruition. Three Against The Wilderness 
has the pace and suspense of a good novel. Written with dignity 
and force, it is a moving and memorable account of a family’s 
struggle for survival. It has moments of triumph, humour and 
bleak despair. It will take its place among the best of this cen- 
tury’s adventure books. 


THREE AGAINST THE WILDERNESS is published 
by Smithers & Bonellie Limited. It has 349 pages, plus 


eight pages of photographs, a map, and line drawings 

by Joseph Cellini. Three Against The Wilderness is 

oo at $5.50. Readers’ Club member’s price is 
4.40. 











Philosophy in the Mass Age 


by George P. Grant 


C.B.C. officials have said that Professor George P. Grant 
established the success of their fledgling “University of the Air” 
project. In the spring of 1958, Professor Grant delivered a series 
of talks which ranged over such subje’ts as God, Marx, progress, 
the nature of man, the problems of colonialisiy, 2nd the morality 
of North Americans. talks produced a flood of letters from 
listeners all over Canada and in the United States as well, a flood 
that revealed the deep and intelligent concern of thousands of 
Canadians for the truly basic and social problems of our age and 
society. 


Now, Professor Grant’s talks, suitably 
revised, are available in permanent form. 
Readers who listened to the original broad- 
casts will find themselves provoked and | 
stimulated anew. Others who are exposed — hil h 
to George Grant’s clarity of expression _ )) I OSOp y 
and firmness of conviction will be chal- 





mee by on ene stand that in the 

the author takes on problems common to 

all of us. Mas age 

Philosophy in the Mass Age concerns Tae es 

morals. It is not, however, an book | ene a 
about wayward youth or immodest wo- | 

men. It is an an book about God, | 

Love, Progress, the challenge of Marxism | 


and a variety of other fundamental con- 
cerns of thoughtful Canadians. 


There are great lengths in this book, arising as it does from 
strong conviction. Professor Grant’s lucid treatment of Marxism 
(clearly distinguished from Soviet imperialism), his analysis of 
progress, his assessment of our responsibilities in an awakening 
world--these are all clear and powerful presentations. 


His attempt to reconcile his conclusions about the world with 
his beliefs about God and-Christianity are not, to my way of 
thinking, nearly as successful. Nevertheless, there is t stimu- 
lation to be found in watching a good man and a clear thinker 
wrestling with irreconcilables, and the experience is a memorable 
one whether you consider the author the victor or the vanquished. 


PHILOSOPHY IN THE MASS AGE is published by 
Copp Clark. It has 117 pages, including the author’s 
notes and suggestions for further reading. Philosophy 
In The Mass Age is published at $ 3.00. Readers’ Club 


members’ price is $ 2.40. 











An Alternate Selection 





Roses for Canadian Gardens 


by Roscoe A. Fillmore 


Canadians are a heroic race. This is shown occasionally in wars. 
It is shown every spring and summer in back yards across the 
nation. Except for a few tiny corners, our land is unhospitable 
at best, lethal at worst. But, heroes that we are, not only do we 
live in this land, but even try to grow flowers in it. 

Rose fanciers struggle with unpredictable frosts, inadequate 
soil, parched summers, late springs and early winters, to say 
nothing of automobile exhausts and bulldozers, in the annual (or 
perennial) battle to bring forth blooms. 

On top of all other natural and man-made obstacles, the rose 
grower in this country has also to con- 
tend with ignorance. The literature of 
roses England, in France, even in the 
U.S.A., is immense. The fancier in other 
lands can get the basic facts of soil and 
climate from his library. For him, half 
the battle is won. Until now, however, 
the poor Canadian had, for the most 
part, to guess about the relevancy of 
garden books from other lands. Would 
a variety that thrives in Baltimore grow 
in Winnipeg? Experience, often sad, was 
the only teacher. 

Now, however, help is at hand. Roscoe 
A. Fillmore has written Roses for Can- 
adian Gardens, a delightful book com- 
bining much arcane lore of roses with 
down-to-earth information on what can be grown where and how 
in Canada. 

Included in Roses For Canadian Gardens are chapters on the 
cultivation of roses in all parts of Canada, general information on 
the growing care of roses, guides to the enormous variety of roses 
now available in Canada, and a rose grower’s calendar-- everything, 
in fact, that the beginning or experienced amateur gardener any- 
where in Canada needs to know. 

Mr. Fillmore--who has been, among other things, an agronomist 
on a state farm in Central Siberia--does not write with much 
style. But there emerges from his book a knowledgeable and de- 
dicated man writing with a real understanding of the problems 
faced by fanciers in Canada. 





ROSES FOR CANADIAN GARDENS is published by 
The Ryerson Press. It has xi plus. 326 pages, colour 
plates, and drawings by Winnifred Fox. Roses For Can- 


adians is published at $ 6.00. Readers’ Club members’ 
price is $ 4.75. 





































VIEWS 


Edith Fowke turned up in these pages last month as co-editor 
of Songs Of Work And Freedom (Readers’ Club, $5.00 cloth 
bound, $ 2.50 paper). This month she’s in the public eye as cre- 
ator of A Canadian Reading List which she has prepared with the 
cooperation of the University of Toronto Library. Mrs. Fowke is 
Executive Secretary of Friendly Relations with Overseas Stu- 
dents, an organization devoted to the welfare of foreign students 
studying in Canada. Her reading list “has been prepared prim- 
arily for the use of students who come to study in Canada and 
wish to learn about this country”, but it is of great interest, too, 
for anyone who wants or needs a handy guide to important Can- 
adian books of the last ten years. The pamphlet is twelve pages 
long, of convenient pocket size. It distributes books through thir- 
teen categories and includes listings of periodicals, pamphlet series 
and major Canadian publishers. Single copies are available free 
from F.R.O.S., 22 Willcocks Street, Toronto 5, and quantity prices 
are available on request. 


Arthur Hailey, TV playright who rocketed to fame and for- 
tune a few years ago with tense, gripping suspense dramas, is 
another Canadian who is now being published in one of the giant 
U.S. paperback series. Runaway Zero-Eight, written in collabor- 
ation with John Castle and based on Hailey’s first TV play, has 
been issued by Bantam Books at 35c. It was published earlier 
in hard covers by Doubleday. 


From Western Reserve University in Cleveland we receive 
scientific support from the old complaint, “I haven’t got time to 
read everything.” Allen Kent, of the University’s Centre for Doc- 
umentation and Communication Research, speaking to the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advance of Science, informs us that the 
world’s presses produce 2,000 different pages of books, newspapers 
and reports every minute. If you attempted to keep fully informed 
of everything going on in the world, you would fall behind about 
1,051,200,000 pages for every solid year that you devoted to read- 
ing. Keeping up with the writers is hopeless even in specialized 
fields. A chemist trying to keep abreast of new writing in his field 
would fall behind by an estimated 850,000 pages for every year 
he devoted exclusively to reading. This is particularly distressing 
when we remember the number of times we’ve been reduced to 
reading the back of the cereal box, because there was nothing else 
around. Is everything read by somebody? 


Coming up in The Canadian Reader in the next few months 
are the beginnings of a couple of series of articles which we hope 
you will find interesting. One series is to be devoted to Canada’s 
lesser-known periodicals--the quarterlies, the little magazines. 
The first is scheduled for next month, with George Woodcock 
writing about Canadian Literature. The second series of articles 













is a little less definite, but it will probably dwell on the inner 
workings of Canada’s publishing houses and book stores. There 
will be a few special items in the near future as well; interviews 
with Canadian writers, studies of special kinds of writing, articles 
on radio and television and... at this point it gets a little vague. 
Most definite of all is that The Canadian Reader will very shortly 
undergo a face-lifting and will add at least 50% more pages. Be- 
fore we settle more definitely what’s going to be in them, we’d 
like to have your reactions, your ideas. 


Twenty-nine Canadian Universities, under the leadership of 
McMaster University in Hamilton, are banding together to offer 
an unusual holiday adventure this summer. The first annual 
Stratford Seminar on Shakespeare will be held from July 17 to 
22nd under the sponsorship of the universities and in association 
with the Stratford Festival and the Canada Council. Participants 
in the Seminar--who need no academic qualifications--will see 
King John, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Romeo and Juliet 
in the Festival Theatre and will study Shakespeare and his plays 
under a highly qualified Seminar staff. Particulars are available 
from Peter D. Smith, Department of Extension, McMaster Un- 
iversity, Hamilton, Ontario. 


AND REVIEWS 


“Despite the example of others, Canadian historical writers 
have not experimented with the source-book method of present- 
ation,” says the Preface to A Source-Book Of Canadian History 
(Longmans, Green $ 8.75) by J. H. Stewart Reid, Kenneth Mc- 
Naught and Harry S. Crowe. Messrs. Reid, McNaught and Crowe 
have remedied our lack of initiative with a vengeance. Their 500- 
page source-book, they tell us, is designed primarily for senior 
high school and university students, but it is so imaginatively 
put together, so handsome and so readable that anyone can take 
pride in owning it and pleasure in browsing in it. The source-book 
method involves the presentation of original documents, letters, 
acts, etc. together with backround information from the editors 
explaining the context of the original material. This source-book, 
besides obvious items like the B.N.A. Act and Durham Report, 
contains unfamiliar and fascinating pieces like an American gener- 
al’s Manifesto to Canadians during the War of 1812 (“I come to 
protect, not to injure you.”) As might be expected from the po- 
litical views of the editors, the Source-Book emphasizes social and 
economic questions in recent Canadian history to the almost 
complete exclusion of foreign affairs. Aside from this one notice- 
able omission, however, the collection is impressively well balan- 
ced. To give you an idea of this scope--and the scope of Canadian 
history--we must tell you that the Source-Book opens with an 
extract from the Saga of Eric the Red and ends with an extract 
from the Massey Report. 
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RECENT CLUB SELECTIONS 


The following recent Club selections are still available to members at the 
special member’s, price. Any or all of these titles may be ordered in place 
6f or in addition to this month’s selection or alternate. The Club will also 
be happy to supply its members with any other Canadian book, but regret 
that no discount can be allowed on such orders. 


FRONTENAC, THE COURTIER 


GOVERNOR. 


W.J. Eccles. 


Published at $6.50 
Member’s Price $4.95 


LOOKING AT ARCHITECTURE 
IN CANADA. Alan Gowans. 
Published at $7.95 

Member’s Price $5.95 


ONE CHINESE MOON 
J. Tuzo Wilson. 
Published at $5.50 
Member’s Price $4.25 


DAYS OF LIVING 
Martin Roher. 
Published at $4.00 
Member’s Price $3.15 


PORTRAITS OF GREATNESS 
Yousuf Karsh. 

Published at $17.50 

Member’s Price $12.95 


A RED CARPET FOR THE SUN 
Irving Layton. 

Published at $3.50 

Member’s Price $2.75 


THE APPRENTICESHIP OF 
DUDDY KRAVITZ. 
Mordecai Richler 

Published at $3.75 

Member’s Price $2.95 


THE SHIP THAT DIED OF 
SHAME AND OTHER STORIES 


Nicholas Monsarrat 
Published at $3.50 
Member’s Price $2.75 


THE CRUISING AUK 
George Johnson 
Published at $2.50 
Member’s Price $2.00 


BOX 507, STATION F, TORONTO, ONTARIO 


FLAME OF POWER 
Peter C. Newman. 
Published at $4.95 
Member’s Price $3.95 


CONTEMPORARY CANADA 
Miriam Chapin. 

Published at $7.50 

Member’s Price $5.50 


ESKIMO 

Edmond Carpenter, Frederick Varley 
and Robert Flaherty 

Published at $4.95 

Member’s Price $3.95 


A MIXTURE OF FRAILTIES 
Robertson Davies. 

Published at $3.95 

Member’s Price $3.15 


E.J. PRATT COLLECTED POEMS 
E.J. Pratt. 

Published at $5.00 

Member’s Price $3.95 


THE DESPERATE PEOPLE 
Farley Mowat. 

Published at $5.00 

Member’s Price $4.00 


CANADIANS IN THE MAKING 
Arthur R.M. Lower. 

Published at $7.50 

Member’s Price $5.25 


FORM IN MUSIC (records) 


Helmut Blume 
Price $7.95, includes shipping 


THE SOCIAL CREDIT 
MOVEMENT IN ALBERTA 
John A. Irving 

Published at $6.00 
Member’s Price $4.75 


Printed in Canada 








